
Context Where the word is found; within a specific sentence 
within a specific text. 
 

Meaning The definition of a word in a specific setting 
 
 

Form The building blocks of the word, including prefixes, 
affixes and suffixes 
 

Use How the word is ‘stretched’ and manipulated to fit 
its particular context 
 

Collocation Word combinations ; the way in which words co-
exist and, through time and custom, seem normal 
and acceptable 

Phonemes The individual sounds found within the word. 
 
 

Word stress The phonemes in the word that are ‘punched’ more 
than the others. 
 

Lexical chunk/phrase Groups of words which, together, hold specific 
meaning. 
 

Antonyms Pairs of words which hold the opposite meaning. 
 
 

Synonyms 
 

Words which mean the same thing and which can 
be interchanged. 
 

Near-synonyms Words which hold similar meanings but which are 
not identical. 
 

High frequency words 
 

Words which are used a lot and are common.  Often 
these words are the ‘classification’ or ‘super 
ordinate’ word. 
 



Hyponymy The relationship or hierarchy among groups of 
words which hold meaning 
 

Idiom A common expression, or fixed metaphor, which 
holds specific meaning  
 

 

 
Example : “ To cry with abandon” 
 
 

The man wept in sorrow as he watched his 
beloved sail away into the sunset. 
 

 
Verb + preposition + noun 
 
 

 
Wept in sorrow 
 

  ®               ®        
Wept  in  sorrow 
        
 

 
Wept  in  sorrow 
/w/          /a:/ 

 
Wept in sorrow  vs  laugh with abandon 
 
 

 
Weep vs cry; weep vs wail 

 
‘cry’ is one of these words...’wail’ is not 
 
 

 
Wail  and keen are examples of this 

                               Emotional Reaction 
-cry                    - laugh                     - scream  

.weep .wail .sob    .giggle .chuckle   .screech  .holler 
 

 
To scream like a banshee... 

 
To express great , perhaps overwhelming sadness; 
often conveys the feeling of hopelessness 
 

 
A classic novel  set in the 1800’s; written by a 
British novelist. 

 


